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More than a self-defence technlque karate as a sport is gaining popularlty among students Wlth a huge

participation of 90 schools, the second ALSOC Inter—School Karate Cup stood W1tness to that... .

" PRASHUN Muumnn

With 990 participants, 90 schools and 14 dis-
tricts in the fray, the second ALSOC Inter-
School Karate Cup in association with TTIS
couldn’t have got any bigger. Held at the St.
Xavier’s Collegiate School, the tournament
~ 'saw winners emerge in both kata and kumite .

categories across all age groups. i
~ Atthe prize distribution ceremony; Sri Sri.

Academyruled theroost by claimingthe

champion of champions trophy. Host school

St. Xavier’s and Delhi Public School, Newtown, |

followed close behind, winning the second and
third positions respectively:

Ranvir Kumar, assistant director general of
police (Armed Police), who graced the tourna-
ment as chief guest, had encouraging words to
say. Highlighting the importance of hosting
such a championship, he said, “In today’s
times, self-defence should be a part of the
school curriculum and I'm delighted so many
students are participating in this tourna-
ment.” The two categories, kata and kumite,
required the utmost use of skill and presence
of mind from the participants. While kata

- refers to a form of karate where the player per-
: . forms detailed choreographed patterns of

movements practiced either solo or in pairs,
kumite deals with freestyle fighting and actual
bouts. The end of the event was marked by a

__ knockout-style tournament. :
~  Thechampionship saw the part101pat10n of
karatekas from all age groups between six and
16. For Tanisha Mukherjee, a Class VI student

- of The BSS School it has been seven years

Debpriya Mondal (right), Class XII, Sinthi Kasturba Kanya Vidyapith, ‘and Anushka Modak, Class

VI, Gokhale Memorial Girls’ School, engage in a bout. The contestant wearing the red belt
. durmg a fightis known as aka whlle the opponent is called ao

since she took to the mart1a1 art. “Thad se-
cured a gold medal in a national tournament
and claimed the fifth position in my category
at the junior Commonwealth Games,” she said.

. Kirtika Sharma, Class IX, was interested in

the art of self-defence and that’s how she ended

_upchoosing karate as her primary hobby. “Six
yearsago, I started practising the sport and:1

want to contmue doing so till I master it,” sa1d

 the student of St. Francis Academy; ;
Shihan Premjit Sen, the primary instructor
of the students, was heartened by the increas-

ing participation of female karatekas. “The in-
volvement of the girls makes me proud and1-

~ feeleach one of us should knowa few se]f de-
. fencetactics.” SN

Iwon agoldin kataand a
bronze one in kumite,
Karate started off as a
hobby but now it has

developed into much mo
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never give up. It make me
happy to see the superb res

‘ lnstructor >
Jubilant karatekas of Sri Sr| Academy receive the trophy from Shihan

Premiit Sen. Winning across all age groups, the students of the school Students of Delhi Public School, New Town, pose with their trophy
_stole the show with stellar performances in both kata and kumite . after finishing third overall o L Pictures by Ankit Datta
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